
T
he first time I ventured into campus 
ministry I was, well…. nervous. I 
didn’t know what to expect, what to 
do, or how the kids would respond. 
I was like a lot of youth workers: I 

wanted to reach out to students who didn’t 
know Christ, but my experience and skills were 
lacking. Being a bit desperate, I did what most 
people do… I prayed. It was the best decision 
in campus ministry I ever made. 

I had heard of people who journeyed into 
mountains to pray, so I reasoned: “That’s 
probably a good idea. It so happened that the 
community in Southern California where I was 
working had a mountain range towering above 
the city. So, one of my first evenings on the job, 
I took my yellow Chevy and wound my way 
up the side of those mountains. It wasn’t long 
before I found a parking area that gazed down 
upon the panorama of the city. 

What a sight! There it was; my Jerusalem. 
Sitting in the darkness, I started talking with 
God, listing my concerns. Though I was a bit 
self-centered, God began to turn my heart. 
My eyes went to the vast array of lights in the 
valley, and I wondered, “How many of those 
homes have teenagers? Who are they? What 
are they struggling with? Who knows Jesus 
Christ?”  That’s when I first learned how to 
pray specifically for students – kids I hadn’t 
even met. 

I often returned to that place on the mountain 
in the weeks and months that followed. There 
were others who used that parking lot as well. I 

doubt if they were praying, but for me, sitting in 
my car, it became my very special prayer closet. 
And as the year unfolded, I began to see why 
God called me to pray.

We probably have all heard the saying: first 
talk to God about people, then talk to people 
about God. I don’t think the truth of that 
statement could have been more real than in 
the experience I had that year. 

In many ways it was one of the most difficult but 
greatest years of my life. The learning curve was 
incredible. It was one of the greatest because 
of how God graciously demonstrated specific 
answers to prayer. In two different schools that 
year, without any major outreach – mostly 
just one-to-one conversations with kids – we 
witnessed student after student putting their 
faith in Christ and following Him.

God demonstrated his power in students like 
Allen, who – after he received Christ at one of 
our meetings – told me, “I don’t know; I have 
this funny feeling kind of like I’m born again or 
something.” Up till then he had never even read 
a page in the Bible, so I showed him the verse in 
John 3:3 that collaborated with his experience. 
He couldn’t believe it!  

There was Larry, a gnarly football player who 
had more physical contact off the field then on. 
God so changed his life that when one of his 
old enemies slugged him one afternoon, he got 
up, looked him in the face and said, “Because of 
Jesus Christ, I love you anyway.” That sent some 
waves across the campus!.

And then I remember Sam, the catcher on the 
baseball team, and how we sat on the steps of 
my apartment one night, tears flowing down 
his face as he prayed and told Christ he wanted 
to know Him and asked Him to come into his 
life. This is stuff that God does. My job was really 
pretty straightforward: pray…specifically for 
students, be with them, know them, and tell 
them about Jesus. 

I have a dream… that there would be Christians 
in every community who would be praying 
specifically for each high school, middle 
school and student in America. But don’t  
stop there: pray for every school, elementary 
through college. I know a lot of friends who 
are dreaming the same thing. Would you join 
us in this dream?  

Think of it… prayer for every school and student 
in America. Would that have impact? I think 
we would see a spiritual movement among 
students like nothing ever witnessed in history. 
The things in student culture that concern us 
and break our hearts will only be changed by 
an all-powerful God whom we call upon and 
trust with all our hearts.   
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